Five Minute Jesus

Using the Gospel for Prayer — Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion — April 5, 2020
It’s simple. 1. Read the Gospel for the following Sunday slowly, reflecting on the story it tells. 2. Reflect on the
questions assigned for each day. 3. Make some resolution about how what you read can be lived that day. 4.

Then thank God for speaking to you through this reflection.

The GosPcl accorcling to Matthew 27:11-54 (Longer version: Matthew 26:14-27:66)

Jesus stood before the governor, Pontius Pilate, who questioned him,“Are you the king of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You
say so.” And when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he made no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you
not hear how many things they are testifying against you?” But he did not answer him one word, so that the governor
was greatly amazed. Now on the occasion of the feast the governor was accustomed to release to the crowd one
prisoner whom they wished. And at that time they had a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had
assembled, Pilate said to them, “Which one do you want me to release to you, Barabbas, or Jesus called Christ?” For he
knew that it was out of envy that they had handed him over. While he was still seated on the bench, his wife sent him a
message, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man. I suffered much in a dream today because of him.” The chief
priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas but to destroy Jesus. The governor said to them in
reply, “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” They answered, “Barabbas!” Pilate said to them, “Then
what shall I do with Jesus called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” But he said, “Why? What evil has he
done?” They only shouted the louder, “Let him be crucified!” When Pilate saw that he was not succeeding at all, but
that a riot was breaking out instead, he took water and washed his hands in the sight of the crowd, saying, “I am
innocent of this man’s blood. Look to it yourselves.” And the whole people said in reply, “His blood be upon us and
upon our children.” Then he released Barabbas to them, but after he had Jesus scourged, he handed him over to be
crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus inside the praetorium and gathered the whole cohort around
him. They stripped off his clothes and threw a scarlet military cloak about him. Weaving a crown out of thorns, they
placed it on his head, and a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of
the Jews!” They spat upon him and took the reed and kept striking him on the head. And when they had mocked him,
they stripped him of the cloak, dressed him in his own clothes, and led him off to crucify him. As they were going out,
they met a Cyrenian named Simon; this man they pressed into service to carry his cross. And when they came to a
place called Golgotha — which means Place of the Skull —, they gave Jesus wine to drink mixed with gall. But when he
had tasted it, he refused to drink. After they had crucified him, they divided his garments by casting lots; then they sat
down and kept watch over him there. And they placed over his head the written charge against him: This is Jesus, the
King of the Jews. Two revolutionaries were crucified with him, one on his right and the other on his left. Those
passing by reviled him, shaking their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three
days, save yourself, if you are the Son of God, and come down from the cross!” Likewise the chief priests with the
scribes and elders mocked him and said, “He saved others; he cannot save himself. So he is the king of Israel! Let him
come down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him now if he wants
him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” The revolutionaries who were crucified with him also kept abusing him in the
same way. From noon onward, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three
o’clock Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Elj, Eli, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” Some of the bystanders who heard it said, “This one is calling for Elijah.” Immediately one of them ran
to get a sponge; he soaked it in wine, and putting it on a reed, gave it to him to drink. But the rest said, “Wait, let us see
if Elijah comes to save him.” But Jesus cried out again in a loud voice, and gave up his spirit. And behold, the veil of the
sanctuary was torn in two from top to bottom. The earth quaked, rocks were split, tombs were opened, and the bodies
of many saints who had fallen asleep were raised. And coming forth from their tombs after his resurrection, they
entered the holy city and appeared to many. The centurion and the men with him who were keeping watch over Jesus



feared greatly when they saw the earthquake and all that was happening, and they said, “Truly, this was the Son of
God!”

Sunclag

Was there something in this reading that spoke to me? Comforted me? Challenged me? What was it? Why did
it have this effect on me?

Monday

Jesus says very little during his trial before Pilate. In the end, Pilate hands Jesus over to crucifixion in order to
keep the crowd from rioting. How do | respond when | am unjustly accused? How do | respond when | see
others treated unjustly? How might | be called to take a stand for justice, even when it is inconvenient?

Tuesclag

Following his conviction, Jesus is mocked and abused by the soldiers. Once crucified, Jesus is mocked by those
who pass by, and the chief priests, elders, and scribes, and even by the revolutionaries crucified with him.
Jesus accepts the abuse without response, except to pray Psalm 22 —a lament that ends with an affirmation of
trust in God. When have | felt abandoned by God? When have | had to trust God completely?

chncsdag

Those who mock Jesus do so because he supposedly claimed to be King of the Jews, or the Son of God. As he
reigns from the cross, and empties himself completely into the hands of his Father in heaven, it is only the
Roman centurion and his men who say, “Truly, this was the Son of God.” Do | believe that Jesus is the Son of
God? And how is my response lived out in my daily life?




